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POPE FRANCIS: EVANGELIZE WITH A LANGUAGE OF MERCIFUL LOVE
29-05-2015 Vat ican Radio

Pope Francis on Fr iday received members of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  the Promot ion of
the New Evangel izat ion at  the end of  their  Plenary session.

During the course of  their  Plenary session the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  the Promot ion of
the New Evangel izat ion has been discussing the relat ionship between evangel izat ion and
catechesis and i t  was on that theme that Pope Francis addressed members of  the Counci l ,
including i ts President Archbishop Rino Fis ichel la.

Speaking to them at the end of  their  session the Holy Father to ld them that the Church is
cal led to evangel ize at  a t ime of  great change. But he stressed in order to proclaim the
Gospel ,  the language used needs to be renewed so i t  can be understood by al l  who hear i t .

The Pope went on to say that people want a Church that can walk wi th them, of fer ing a
witness of  fa i th,  a Church for the marginal ized which expresses sol idar i ty wi th those on
the “outskir ts of  existence”.

Then, gett ing to the heart  of  what the t rue meaning of  the new evangel izat ion is,  the
Holy Father said,   i t  is  th is:  to become aware of  the merci fu l  love the Father has for us
and also to become instruments of  salvat ion for  our brothers.Turning his at tent ion to the
Catechesis,  as part  of  the process of  evangel izat ion,  Pope Francis explained that “ i t  needs
to go beyond just  the school  sphere of  educat ing bel ievers,  f rom chi ldhood because i t  is
an encounter wi th Chr ist  who awakens the desire to know him better and then to fo l low him
to become his disciples.

Concluding, the Holy Father under l ined that the chal lenge of  the new evangel izat ion and
catechesis together is played on this fundamental  point :  “how to meet Chr ist ,  and what is
the most consistent place to f ind him and fol low him.”

The Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  the Promot ion of  the New Evangel izat ion is undertaking the
preparat ions for  the Jubi lee of  Mercy which opens on December 8th 2015.


