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ARCHBISHOP RINO FISICHELLA: THE CHURCH MUST EMBRACE
PEOPLE “LIKE A MOTHER, NOT LIKE A JUDGE”

 “ I  have an idea on how to break the deadlock. . . ”  Archbishop Rino Fis ichel la,  a theologian
and President of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  the New Evangel isat ion,  opens up to the
possibi l i ty  of  “d i f ferent solut ions” for  wounded fami l ies and recal ls that  what the Church
wants is to embrace everyone “ l ike a mother,  not  l ike a judge”.

WILL THE CHURCH MODIFY ITS DOCTRINE ON MARRIAGE?

“ I  haven’ t  heard one single speech that cal ls the indissolubi l i ty  of  marr iage into quest ion.
The di lemma is a pastoral  one: how to welcome people wi thout excluding anyone, whi lst
remaining fai thful  to Jesus’  teaching, in a wor ld in which there is a great div ide between
dominant cul tural  t rends and the Chr ist ian idea of  the fami ly.”

SOME HAVE ENCOURAGED [THE SYNOD] TO RECOGNISE THE POSITIVE
ASPECTS OF CIVIL MARRIAGE.

“The doctr ine is examined and developed, wi thout being al tered. Regarding the subject  of
conscience and rel ig ious f reedom, the Second Vat ican Counci l  has made the Church take a
leap forward. Civ i l  marr iage does not mean l iv ing together,  these are two di f ferent th ings.
What has emerged from the Synod is a method of  d iscussion: none of  us c la ims to possess
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the t ruth but as John Paul  I I  taught us,  once a t ruth is discovered, i t  is  just  another phase
which pushes us fur ther.”

WOULD YOU READMIT REMARRIED DIVORCEES TO THE EUCHARIST IN
CERTAIN CASES?

“ I  don’ t  want to start  judging and theor is ing based on speci f ic  cases. But who in today’s
world can say they have not had cases of  members of  their  own fami l ies l iv ing together or
divorcing? Unfortunately,  we are immersed in a real i ty in which the beauty of  marr iage has
been wounded. There has been too much emphasis on the Canonist ,  or  legal ,  d imension of
marr iage, which has led us of ten into the waters of  legal ism. Recuperat ing the sacramental
dimension would make i t  easier to f ind di f ferent solut ions,  in cont inui ty wi th or ig inal
doctr ine.  Here we return to the pr imacy of  conscience. Nothing and no one can intervene
in th is.  Of course, i t  must be a conscience that is i l luminated by the Word of  God, that  is
ref lected upon and that accepts the obedience of  a path.”

HOW CAN DOCTRINE BE COMBINED WITH A FOCUS ON CERTAIN SITUATIONS?

“ I  have an idea on how to break the deadlock.  There are examples in the New Testament
which I  have not heard anyone quote.  Jesus says s ins against  the Son of  Man wi l l  be
forgiven. I  th ink th is refers to the s ins of  ignorance. We need to work out what these sins
are,  s ins which are commit ted without the person even real is ing i t .  Then there is Sat.  Paul :
he gave orders for  a person who was in an incestuous relat ionship to be cast out of  the
community as incest is a grave sin.  But in the second let ter  to the Cor inthians he speaks
again about the case, saying: you must embrace him once again so that he no longer
suffers the weight of  sadness and so that we are not overcome by Satan.  How can we
ensure we are not overcome by Satan, the one who div ides us? We don’ t  know how this
man went on to l ive but Paul  says that the community must of fer  “consolat ion”.  This could
help guide us in marrying the pr inciples of  the Church and the real  l i fe of  communit ies.”

WILL THE CHURCH MODIFY ITS DOCTRINE ON MARRIAGE?

“ I  haven’ t  heard one single speech that cal ls the indissolubi l i ty  of  marr iage into quest ion.
The di lemma is a pastoral  one: how to welcome people wi thout excluding anyone, whi lst
remaining fai thful  to Jesus’  teaching, in a wor ld in which there is a great div ide between
dominant cul tural  t rends and the Chr ist ian idea of  the fami ly.”

SOME HAVE ENCOURAGED [THE SYNOD] TO RECOGNISE THE POSITIVE
ASPECTS OF CIVIL MARRIAGE.

“The doctr ine is examined and developed, wi thout being al tered. Regarding the subject  of
conscience and rel ig ious f reedom, the Second Vat ican Counci l  has made the Church take a
leap forward. Civ i l  marr iage does not mean l iv ing together,  these are two di f ferent th ings.
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What has emerged from the Synod is a method of  d iscussion: none of  us c la ims to possess
the truth but as John Paul  I I  taught us,  once a t ruth is discovered, i t  is  just  another phase
which pushes us fur ther.”

WOULD YOU READMIT REMARRIED DIVORCEES TO THE EUCHARIST IN
CERTAIN CASES?

“ I  don’ t  want to start  judging and theor is ing based on speci f ic  cases. But who in today’s
world can say they have not had cases of  members of  their  own fami l ies l iv ing together or
divorcing? Unfortunately,  we are immersed in a real i ty in which the beauty of  marr iage has
been wounded. There has been too much emphasis on the Canonist ,  or  legal ,  d imension of
marr iage, which has led us of ten into the waters of  legal ism. Recuperat ing the sacramental
dimension would make i t  easier to f ind di f ferent solut ions,  in cont inui ty wi th or ig inal
doctr ine.  Here we return to the pr imacy of  conscience. Nothing and no one can intervene
in th is.  Of course, i t  must be a conscience that is i l luminated by the Word of  God, that  is
ref lected upon and that accepts the obedience of  a path.”

HOW CAN DOCTRINE BE COMBINED WITH A FOCUS ON CERTAIN SITUATIONS?

“ I  have an idea on how to break the deadlock.  There are examples in the New Testament
which I  have not heard anyone quote.  Jesus says s ins against  the Son of  Man wi l l  be
forgiven. I  th ink th is refers to the s ins of  ignorance. We need to work out what these sins
are,  s ins which are commit ted without the person even real is ing i t .  Then there is Sat.  Paul :
he gave orders for  a person who was in an incestuous relat ionship to be cast out of  the
community as incest is a grave sin.  But in the second let ter  to the Cor inthians he speaks
again about the case, saying: you must embrace him once again so that he no longer
suffers the weight of  sadness and so that we are not overcome by Satan.  How can we
ensure we are not overcome by Satan, the one who div ides us? We don’ t  know how this
man went on to l ive but Paul  says that the community must of fer  “consolat ion”.  This could
help guide us in marrying the pr inciples of  the Church and the real  l i fe of  communit ies.”

Is there a problem regarding the treatment of remarried divorcees?

“Some forms of  senseless discr iminat ion do exist .  Why should remarr ied divorcees who
are act ive members of  the community not be given the opportuni ty to teach in a Cathol ic
school?”

At the Synod, one couple spoke about how a family should act toward gay sons and
daughters.. .

“ I  have had a chance to speak to fami l ies who exper ience these kinds of  s i tuat ions.  I  t ry
to explain to them that the Church cannot recognise marr iage between people of  the same
sex but i t  embraces everyone l ike a mother,  not  l ike a judge.”
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Andrea Torniel l i  -  Vatican Insider -  La Stampa


