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THE FALL RIVER DIOCESE WRITES ABOUT THE 24 HOURS FOR THE
LORD INITIATIVE
(The Anchor,  Feb 18, 2015)

In his message to us for  Lent 2015, Pope Francis,  in point  number three of  the document,
states,  “As indiv iduals too,  we are tempted by indi f ference. Flooded with news reports and
troubl ing images of  human suffer ing,  we of ten feel  our complete inabi l i ty  to help.  What can
we do to avoid being caught up in th is spiral  of  d istress and powerlessness? First ,  we can
pray in communion with the Church on earth and in Heaven. Let us not underest imate the
power of  so many voices uni ted in prayer!  The 24 Hours for  the Lord in i t iat ive,  which I
hope wi l l  be observed on 13-14 March throughout the Church, also at  the diocesan level ,
is  meant to be a s ign of  th is need for prayer.”

Since March 13-14 are less than a month away, now might be a good t ime to f igure
out how we can part ic ipate in th is internat ional  in i t iat ive of  prayer and promot ing the
avai labi l i ty  of  accessing the Sacrament of  Reconci l iat ion dur ing a 24-hour per iod.  The
Vat ican’s Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Promot ing the New Evangel izat ion started the “24 Hours
for the Lord” in i t iat ive last  year,  dur ing which Pope Francis presided at  a Penance service
and received the Sacrament himsel f  in St.  Peter ’s Basi l ica.

Dur ing that service,  the Holy Father noted in his homily,  “ In the per iod of  Lent,  the Church,
in the name of God, renews the cal l  to conversion. I t  is  the cal l  to change one’s l i fe.
Conversion is not a matter of  a moment or a year,  i t  is  a commitment that  lasts a l i fet ime.
Who among us can be assumed not to be a s inner? No one.”

Archbishop Gustavo García-Si l ler  of  San Antonio,  Texas, wrote in Today’s Cathol ic about
his exper ience of  the “24 Hours for  the Lord” in 2014. “Cathol ics throughout the wor ld
exper ienced the joy of  God’s forgiveness as they encountered Christ  in the Sacrament of
Reconci l iat ion dur ing the ‘24 Hours for  the Lord’  proclaimed that weekend by Pope Francis.
Uni ted with the Holy Father,  our pr iests welcomed those who sought God’s mercy,  hear ing
Confessions for 24 consecut ive hours at  San Francesco di  Paola Church.”

So, in San Antonio the approach they took was to have pr iests f rom throughout the diocese
take turns in one church of fer ing the avai labi l i ty  of  receiv ing God’s pardon non-stop dur ing
a 24-hour per iod.  Other dioceses had sign-up l is ts for  their  par ishes to let  people know
when the pr iests would be avai lable to hear Confessions.
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The archbishop spoke of  h is exper ience in minister ing the Sacrament:  “One Saturday
afternoon dur ing Lent I  found mysel f ,  unplanned and unannounced, hear ing Confessions
at the cathedral .  People were l ined up throughout the courtyard and around the corner
ant ic ipat ing the moment when the burdens of  s in in their  l ives would be l i f ted and forever
forgiven by God. I t  was an unforgettable exper ience to see so many standing humbly before
their  Father,  seeking His pardon for the smal lest  t ransgressions and the gravest s in;  each
walking away with the peace of  Chr ist  in his heart . ”

Over in I re land, the bishops’  conference of  the country promoted the “24 Hours” on i ts
websi te,  wi th a l is t ing of  what the var ious dioceses had planned. I t  quoted Bishop Denis
Nulty of  Ki ldare and Leighl in,  who said,  “ I  am del ighted to respond to such a wonderful
in i t iat ive cal led for  by Pope Francis.  Pope Francis has descr ibed the in i t iat ive as a
‘celebrat ion of  forgiveness’  which wi l l  happen in dioceses across the wor ld.  The Diocese of
Ki ldare and Leighl in is of fer ing th is ‘24 Hours for  the Lord’  to the people of  the diocese as
a Lenten Diocesan Reach-Out gi f t .  I t  is  a gi f t  which wi l l  make a profound di f ference in the
l ives of  those who take up the invi tat ion to be open to God’s love and mercy.  I  am extending
a personal  invi tat ion to par ishioners across the diocese to jo in us and to be present for
some of these 24 hours for  Jesus Christ .  Al l  are welcome to th is Fest ival  of  Forgiveness!”

Bishop Edward Burns of  Juneau, Alaska invi ted the people of  h is diocese to part ic ipate
in the “24 Hours” last  year.  “ I t  is  good for our cathedral ,  the smal lest  cathedral  in the
country,  to part ic ipate in such a huge event — a universal  celebrat ion of  God’s mercy and
forgiveness. The act  of  Reconci l iat ion wi th our Lord through the Sacrament of  Penance
is the central  meaning and message of  Lent and i t  is  a joy to celebrate th is event at
the request of  our Holy Father Francis.  The invi tat ion is th is — at some point  wi th in th is
24-hour per iod we invi te people to respond to the universal  cal l  by our shepherd,  Pope
Francis,  to encounter God’s heal ing forgiveness through the Sacrament of  Confession. I t
is  a personal  invi tat ion by Pope Francis for  us to carve out a smal l  per iod of  t ime in order
to embrace a monumental  exper ience of  God’s compassion and love.”

Last year in Colombia,  Bishop Luis José Rueda Apar ic io of  Montel íbano promoted the “24
Hours” in every par ish in his diocese. He noted how his diocese had been so af fected by the
violence of  c iv i l  war and said that  the day and night of  prayer would be “ for  Reconci l iat ion,
l i fe and peace, i t  is  a cal l  to al l  the v io lent,  to al l  the community in general ,  to us the
bapt ized, to feel  the mercy of  God, i t  is  an opportuni ty for  us to be truly reconci led,
  accompanying the renewal of  the hearts of  men and women, some of whom have been
the vict ims and other who have been the vict imizers” of  the v io lence.

Let us take some t ime at  the beginning of  th is Lent to see how we can part ic ipate in these
“24 Hours for  the Lord.”
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